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THE CAS QUESTION.
thing is clear about the gas situation:- the people
est Virginia must act together and act vigor-
if they are to save the gas for\themselves and
e the state from an industrial set back from which
‘not recover during the lifetime of any ome now
I siness here. .
That being true the action taken yesterday by the direc-
s of the Fairmont Chamber of Colnmerce is highly im-
it because it aims to crystalize public opinion in_this
of the state in favor of positive action taken without
ry delay.
to this néwspaper that at a time when West
ginja people are suffering the thing 1o do is to act, and
mﬁ'mrpomtions whose policies discriminate against the
eople of this state in favor of the people of other states
1 themselves in the best way they can.
3& matter of government contracts is nothing more than
ing: drawn across the trail. There probably are
yvernment contracts dependent upon-gas for their
in this state as there are in Pennsylvania. More-
com¢s merely a question of these contracts, why
the gas exporting companies to do their discrim-
e other side of the state line? - There is enough’
domestic consumer and the govemment contract
 if all'the available resources of the big compa-
rought into play.

S

i

to the Governors, United States Sefators,
ntatives. in Congress and Fuel administrators of

in which the Consolidation has mines has attract-
derable attention and will do much to get the coal
side of the fuel situation before the official* of the
rmment who are now si-uggling with the transportation
porblems and before the general public,
An idea‘of just how badly something that would attract
eneral cttention to these things was needed is furnished by
editorial in the Baltimore Sun which, while it heartily

rtation coliapse has played in the fuel crisis,
%o the conclusion that the shortage of coal cars is a
recent development. Says The Sun

ere the blame for this situntion lles no
ne without full knowledge of the facts can
iy. It may lie with the railroads, or with the
‘Administration, or with the priority offi-
It the rallroads are carrying other
f frelght which yleld them larger pro-
preference to coal; if, as Judge McChord
| 'charges, the element of self-Interest in the rail-
" road foperators prevents efficiency, then, the
L {8 with the railroads. TIf the Fuel Aduin-
tion has diverted the coal from essential
10 non-eseential industries, the fault Is-with it.
@ priority officials haev given less ueces-
‘sommodities preference over coal, then
 fault Is theira; No one unacquainted with
full facts can know. But officlal Washing-
san know, and it should act accordingly.
robability is that the major cause of

R .

1.that Mr. Wheelwright said about the part that,

outstanding trouble and a remedy must be found for it be-
fore coal mining can stand on its own feet and show what\g
i capable of doing in the way of producing coal.

For two years there has been a scarcity of cars at the
mine mouths of all but a few of the important coal mining
districts of the country. In some few fields the mines have

been favored above the mine# of other fields, the mines along | _

the Baltimore & Ohio in the Pittsburgh field for instance,
but as a general proposition the open top cars which should
have been operated steadily in the cpal trade were carrying
brick, or steel bars and billets and doing other things that
they’should not have been doing at a time when the basis of
all industrial activity in the country was being demoralized
by the lack of transportation facilities. That is the thing we
will have to drive home before coal can get its rights from
transportation.

-THE RED CROSS DRIVE.
RS. ROBINSON’S detailed report of the recent

Y1 Red Cross membership campaign was an entirely

fitting local observation of the opening of the mation
wide Red Cross Membership week. Fairmont's drive was
made a few weeks in advance of the general effort, and it
has been observed that if every community in the land docs
as well as we did the naitonal goal of ten million new
members will be greatly exceeded.

Fairmont's showing of a gain of 14,400 new members
is a splendid one, and the favorable impression created by
the large total is increased rather than diminished by a
study of the details of the report. Here and there is a
falling of accomplishment below the pledge which is hard
to understand, but disappointment over this soon disap-
pears in'the feeling of gratification which the increases over
pledges\ occasion, for almost invariably they indicate that
interest in the Red Cross and the work it is doing is keenest
in the groups and organizations where interest may be ex-
pected to do the most good.

Every way the campaign’s results are viewed they are
good and every one who had a hand in the movement, from
Mrs. Robinson, the chairman of the Membership. Exten-
sion committee, J. M, Hartley, chairman of the Member-
ship Campaign committee, and Mr. Postlethwait, of the
National headquarters, down to the boys and girls who

*hustled for new members, deserves to be Leartily congratu-

la_tecl.

Canadlan elections which were held yesterday were g
triumph for the Unfonist party which s now in power
and which was on trial for its support of conscription
and other war policles. The result is another demon-
stration of the fact that the political party which op-
poses the national interest when the country ls at war
plays a los'ng zame.
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Secretary of War Baker is reported to be unwilling,
to discuss the purposes of the new war council which
he haa set up in his department, the creation of-which
will take some of the bureau chiefs out of posts which
they have held for miany years and put new men in
their places. Very well, the main point 15 that there
is & cha=ge, and the country will not quarrel very much
over the details providing the new men in the old posts
show imore appreciation of the size of the job the War
department has stacked up agalnst.

0

More trouble in the ship bulldjng corporation. This
time Rear Admiral Harris, who was appointed general
manager about a month ago, has. asked fo be relleved
of ‘'duty and returned to his old post, and his request
will be complied with. Charles A. Plez, a Chicago civil
ondineer and vice president of the fleet corporation,
will take the job.in which so many men have falled.
Ship bu“ding is going on after a fashion, of course,
but the record we have made in this matter ought to
take out of us what conceit the eyents of the past few
years have left us,

The passage of the House of the Prohibition amend-
ment resolution puts the fAght for nation wide prohibi-
tion In the final phase, but no man can predict what that
phase will be. By the terms of the resolution the states
must. adopt it within seven years or the resolution is
without effect. The first effect of that will be to epeed
up the effort to get the states to act and the old fight
will be renewed with all the old time Intensity in the
states which have already adopted prohibition ds a state
policy. While the war lasts the mafter probably Will not
attract' any great amount of popular Interest, but after
that it may develop into one of the most bitter struggles
since the settlement of the slavery question,

i

ed to do to help win the war.
. ¢

o »

walting In Europe for the
peace offer.

: ‘the biggest push of the war
JEag Teut idea of getting the
ot Wae trenches by Christmas, |

UFF STUFF
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d for his new offensive.
e e
they are one and the same
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“wels could not spring that

gog that the Hamilton
 machines matle a mis-
ant.

drys will go at the job

up their

state on the side of

University of Pittsburgh has drop-

ped Bernstorfl Irou: th‘:! rolls.
4 3

Waell, thers is not much danger that
he wliil ever come kack and apply for
ndmission,

* & -

There will be a lot of gentlemen -on
the other side who used to get the
glad hand over hers who will not want
to come back, and who would not be
comfortable if they dld, after the big
doings are over, A

What People Say
and Some Side.Remarks

Herschal Hamlilton, a son of Charles
Hamilton, who was hers a few days
last week from Hattiesburg, Misa.,
has been in the National Guard and
the regular army for two years now
and likes it very well," He remark-
ed: i

“I figura that I have learned &

Iot more in  the army than 1 did

+ at schoofl. I estimate. that I have
© gotten at least $1,000 worth bf
education in the time I have been
at it. Army life develops a man

12 physically ‘and mentally.
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on Current ‘S'ubjeqéts

AWAY WITH PEANUT PDLITIG&.'
From the Charleaton Mail. .. ... ...

In an outburst ‘of narrow partisan
zeal, The Gazette .in an editorial en-
titled “Wanted-—An Issue,” endeavors
to read the Republican party out of
existence and to fmpute any criticiem
it might make of government blun-
ders to lack'of patrionsm. For illus-

.| tration, these excerpts will suffice:

The minority party in Congress ia
netween - the devil cud the. deep eea
% 8 & & @

It the Republican congressmen are
thonght- to be praising the govern-
ment they are thought to be praising
«he Democrats, and it they criticise it
they are called pro-Germans, * * =

The tariff issue is as'dead as slay-
‘u’i_ = 8 8 8
. The partisan critic * = =
damned if he does and damned if he
don't.

It was not to be expecied that the

the heights of the present sccasion,
when, with a loyalty never hetore evi-
denced tn any war in which the United
States had been engaged, the Repub
cans are vigorously supporting th

- | Bovernment even though the manage-

ment of it is in the hands of the Dem-
socrats,” If Republican charlty, ana
love of country. ‘for the present

Democratic organ could rise to ||
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loastéd about, that these blunders are |

not being catalogued against the time
when they wil. be dealt with as they
deserve.

+ It is true that there has heen far
less criticism of the gnvernment by
ihe fRepublicans than hs« heen the
cns8 in CGreat Hritain, In France, and
even in Germany. This I8 owing to
the admirable self-control of the Re-
publican party and its realization of
the necessity of first Wwinning this war
which the Democratic leader promised
to ¢pare us from—and” therefore pay-
Ing 20 heed to the urgent reg.ests to
mike preparatioy,

The Republicans well may direct at-
tentionsto that time in Congross when
the Democratic speaker of the House
arraizned himself blatantly against
the ¥resident’s program for ihe rais-
ing of’a military force (o prosecute

the ‘war, when the Democratic House'

leader, Kitcuin, reiused to lead f3r the
Fresidunt and a Republican congress-
man, Representative Kahn, . had to
take the places of Democrats who had
falled both “their country and the
President in the hour of his greatest
need. Other instances might be cited,
but they would be merely cumulative.

With a submergence of partisanship
unparalleled in the history of Ameri-
can politics, the Republicans have ral-

lied to' the support of the country and |

Lave given the Democrats an example
which they might follow with wisdom
ond profit alilke. It is to be noted,

compete with and robjour American
patriots of their home markets? Per-

ty!

Finally, applying a few of The Ga-
sette’s words to itself, we must con-
fess that we do not kuow whether its
“partisan critic” would have been
(amned if he did not display his petty
partisan spleen, but it is evidently
tuite certain that among the patriots
who are holding ghelr political sentl-
ments back to’ solidify behind the
lighting forces in France, he {8 very
apt to be damned by all fair-minded,
ratriotic citizens in his gratutious ex-
nloitation of a litile cheap, partisan
politics.

Peanut politics insteatd of patriot:
ism? You may not know the differ-
tnce, Mr. Chilton, but the public does!

ish the thought, the day and the par-

T e
Food has struck very deep in the
in the minds or housskeeping of the
housewlves of Fairmont, Mannington,
Fairview and Farmington and is rap-
idly spreading to the country dis-
tricts. The [dea {s to reduce the

they can be shipped to the allies of
the United States to keep men, wo-
men and chidren from starvng.

Mannington has a board of stewards
at the First'M. E. church which Rev.
Hyre D. Ciark, the pastor <laims is
“perfect.” He praised these falthful
workers in his sermon Sunday morn.
Ing and declared that he had never
encountered or heard of its equal in
either Illlnols’ or West Virginia,
where he has had charges The
board so honored consists of C C. Coft-
man, secretary, x R. Andrws, L. A,
Arnett, J. G. Atkinson, C. J. Beall,
F. W. Flowers, A. R. Conoway, T. E.
Eastman, Mrs. Walter Furbee, J, H.
Haught, Mrs. Allle Hlidreth, Harry
Lightfritz, Mrs. Olive Lancaster, J.. T.
Roberts, C~ 0. Rymer, Jesse Shimp
Miss Beryl Stewart, S. E. D.
A. Ward, and George Wetble.

“The same men 1lft collections in
the churches for year after year.” de-
clared Rev Hyre D. Clark, who was
urging that every member of a church
should be assigned to work: “When
one of these men dle it {8 almest im-
possible to get -eéomeone to take his
place.”

Rev. Hyre D. Clark was the first
graduate of the Fairmont State Nor-
mal school and taught in that insti-
tution for a time. He {e-recalled as a
hard student He has ceniinued to
deyelop until .he is recognircd today

- a8 one of the most brainy men In the

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

conference. :

AR FAIRMONT

SLACKERS?

Fairmont,, Dec. 15.—[Editor, . The
West Virginlan]—Four thousand men
called Into the ‘regular army from
Camp Lee with every evidence that
French off will soon be beneath their
feet, our dally papers beginntmg to
emblagin the names of our dead and
wounded on the Western front. and
only a pitful handful of Falrmont wo-
men respomding to the Red Cross
call’ for surgical dressing workars.
Are the women of this town willing
‘that our hoys should face German
bullets with nd prospeet of proper

WOMEN

gaute work, no
accomplish this Iabor, it
hands of Fairmont womaén, &
nington women, and Morgx
80 on all over the country p
ings to their credit! To 1
our city its women are.
cuses—in the summer it
in tha fall it was housa cl
now it 1s Christmas affais
ess az Usunl,” England
tried it out and proved’ its"
Excusea will not go!
not do! What our army
demands is action and &
up, Fairmont women and
Red Cross, :
will pay for the negloct
very lives. It has been
the newspapers that .oul
women of this city who
be present in the room for
Thursday, gnly one !
promised labor. One call
telephone and sald sha wt
at four o'clock for an hour's
In the name of mercy and h!
may we &k “Why?” Why
local women be coaxed and
and invited and lashed into
gervice? During a Misa
of instruction, her ¢ y
twenty made over five
dressings. She has heen gone
two weeks, During that time o
of workers which assembled
work room of evenings, have
760 dressings, and all the
the women of our city have 110

French plate b
hand mirrors. Always’
acceptable and always
appreciated by the woms=
an of reﬁnelr'llpnt" and i
taste. No perfect toilet { =
zan be made without one

care of thgir minuable wounds. Do

$
(1%

however; that that submergence of |2

partisan politics is both beyond the
comprehension and imitation of The
Gazette, or its politiclan owner, whose
only weapon of defense 1n case errors’
ot the administration should be point-
ed out, is the silly and inane cry of
Ypro-German.”

Likewlse the flattering unction
which The Gazette Inys to its soul that
the “tariff is as dead as slavery,” is
due for a rule awakening.
fore has-the tariff assumed the im-
portance it will assume after the war,
not only in the United States but all
over Europe, Does any one suppose
that-the nations of the world are go-
ing to spend billfons and billions of
treasure and millions of lives defeat-
ing German militarism in the field to
surrender the frults of the-hattle to
Germen industrialism, where the Gor-
man workmen will be mobilized and
driven in true brutal'Prussian fashion,
at starvation wages and long hours, to

Grand-ma—Mother
or Sister

would enjoy a pair of our com-
fortable house slippers. We are
showing them ‘in many colors
and styles.- )

$1.25 to $1.75.

In fact, every member of the
family Aike slippers on Xmas
day aud,_e\‘ngy day. 2

| For Men $1.25 to $250.
For Boys and Girls 85¢

:m sl_ll%.. \

. Buy useful presents this
year. Footwear is the bast.

i Shurtleff:and"" Welton's ot

Never be- |
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See Your Dollars Plleup
=2 for Christmas
o é Here’s the Way to Get Them |
e Join Our i

° : ® L
Christmas Savings Club -
. We are ready now for the‘enrollmé;lt of members. Regular date for start~

ing the clubis Dec. 17th. It offers an exceptional opportunity for you te acoll i

mulate a fund for Christmas or other uses. :

NO FEES! ~ NO FINES!

-

IT’S FREE!
9 Come and tell us what class you want to. join |
Here’s the P lan ‘Vou may join as many classes as you wish) and
pay the first weeks’ amount.. We will give you a patented deposit bank card
and full instructions. Then each week you pay in the proper anfount for.the

required number of weeks and receive a check before Christmas for
“amount you have saved. A

Our Cl}ristmas' Savings Club SYSTEMATIZES YOUR SAVINGS. It
cooperative plan. “In union there is strength.” “Many hands make
work.” So with this club. You get'the bencfit of a great organization ¢
ing all the advantages of the most,approved banking system. :

= : e ¥on 5 T
. See How Your Savings Grow
The 1c Class will amount to
The 2c¢ class will amount to
The 5¢ class Wi“. amount to T o A Tl i
The lﬂc CIQSB will amount tﬂ DS SO CETORI S Gt s OB 5127

. We haye the above classes in reducing amounts; also the 10c, 25¢, 50
$1.00 and $2.00 straight weekly payment classes. T

. You May Join Now

_ You may join as many clm /A8 you wish.

@ esialae o e g aeeis o aten elete ale biaaieTn sle v 0N s s a m

. ape’ smiae s s aee w0 e s L

If for any reason you should not keep up your payments YOU WILL GF
BACK EVERY CENT PAID IN. You. may pay. in advance if you wish,
THIS CLUB YOURSELF. Get your family and friends to join also,
T0 THE BANK AND LET USEXPLAIN "ANYTHING YOU WISH
KNOW. This is the BEST way. Get the saving habit—it’s a good
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